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TRACK EVENTS 
440‐Yard Run‐1, George Rainey, White Plains; 2, tie between Ronald Thompson, North Babylon, L.I., and   
James Kiffer, Syosset, L. I.; 4, Harold Nichter, Loughlin; 5, Alfonzo Grimes, Bayside, Queens.  Time—0:49.2 (meet 
record; previous record 0:49.6 by Timothy Johnson, Rindge Tech, Cambridge, Mass., 1963). 
60‐Yard Dash‐1, Oliver Hunter, New Rochelle; 2, Silvera Grant, Lane; 3, Donald Castronovo, Oceanside; 4, Otis 
Hill, White Plains; 5, Karl Farmer, Boston Tech.  Time—0:06.3. 
60-Yard-High Hurdles—1, Paul Wilson, Plainfield, N. J.; 2, Ken Donovan, Sayville, L. I.; 3, George Carty, Perth 
Amboy, N. J.; 4, Walter Hall, Mount Vernon, N. Y.; 5, Charles Thrower, Boys.  Time—0:07.4. 
1,000‐Yard Run‐1, Pete Farrell, Molloy; 2, Raymond Tucker, Westdale H. S., White Plains; 4, John Kehoe, Mt. 
St. Michael; Michael Wallace, Alexander Hamilton.  Time‐2:14.5 (meet record, previous record 2:14.9 by Eugene 
Tetreault, Hartford, Conn., 1962). 
One‐Mile Run‐1, Orlando Martinez, Alexander Hamilton; 2, Robert Zieminski, Molloy; 3, William Leahy, 
Catholic Memorial, Springfield, Mass.; 4, Steven Barbato, Baldwin, L. I.; 5, Stan Barbato, Baldwin, L.I.   Time—
4:17.4. 
Two‐Mile Run—1, Charles Messenger, Kenwood, Md.; 2, Greg Ryan, Essex, N. J., Catholic; 3, Donald Knox, 
Adams; 4, Ron Gustafson, Wantagh, L. I.; 5, Tom Donnelly, LaSalle, Philadelphia.  Time‐9:10.6 (meet record, 
previous record 9:23.5 by James McDermott, Archbishop Molloy, 1963). 
1,000‐Yard Relay‐1, Boys' High (Cecil Davis, Cleo Hatcher, Gary Gadsen, Sylvester Robinson; 2, Scotch Plains, 
N.J.; 3, Abington, P.A.; 4, Commerce; 5, Clinton.  Time—1:46 (meet record, previous record, 1:47., by Clinton, 
1959). 
One‐Mile Relay — 1, George Washington (Maurice Patterson, Kenneth Kelly, Elmo Morales, Cuthbert 
Chamberlain); 2, Archbishop Stepinac, White Plains; 3, Lincoln; 4, Jackson; 5. Molloy.  Time‐3:25.6. 
Two‐Mile Relay‐1, Essex (N. J.), Catholic (Thomas Hayes, James Rebenack, John O'Leary, Larry Rooney); 2, 
Molloy; 3, Brooklyn Prep; 4, St. Agnes, Rockville Centre, L. I.; 5, Xavierian.  Time‐7:57.1. 

 
FIELD EVENTS 

12‐Pound Shot‐Put‐1, David Klien, Oceanside, L. I., 57 feet 2 inches; 2, John Consalvi, Quincy, Mas., 56‐5½; 3 
tie between William Newcomb, New Milford, N. J., and Vincent Wycko, Union, N. J., 6‐5; 5, Robert Higgins, 
Bergen (N. J.) Catholic, 54‐4½. 
High Jump‐1, tie between Bill McClellon, Clinton, and Carl Dawkins, Somerville Mass, 6 feet 7 inches; 3, tie 
among Del LaSalle; Paul Wilson, Plainfield, N. J.; George Platt, Plainfield; Karl Kremser, Woodrow Wilson, 
Levittown, Pa., 6‐4. 

 
TEAM POINT SCORES 

Molloy 14 W. Roxburv Cath 3 

White Plains 10 Abington 3 

Essex Catholic 9 Perth Amboy 3 

Plainfield 8 New Milford 2½ 

Oceanside 8 Urion 2½ 

Hamilton 6 Montauk 2 

Boys High 6 St. Agnes 2 

Clinton 5½ Commerce 2 

Washington 5 Jackson 2 

Kenwood 5 Mt. St. Michael 2 

Somerville 4 ½ Loughlin 2 

Lane 4 Mount Vernon 2 

Quincy 4 La Salle 1½ 

Westdale 4 Woodrow Wilson 1½ 

Scotch Plains 4 Bergen Catholic 1 

Stepinac 4 La Salle 1 

North Babylon 3½ Bayside 1 

Syosset 3½ Xaverian 1 

Adams 3 Boston Tech 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/1964/02/23/maryland-youth-takes-2mile-run-in-record-910-6.html?searchResultPosition=3#after-story-ad-6
https://www.nytimes.com/1964/02/23/maryland-youth-takes-2mile-run-in-record-910-6.html?searchResultPosition=3#after-story-ad-6
https://www.nytimes.com/1964/02/23/maryland-youth-takes-2mile-run-in-record-910-6.html?searchResultPosition=3#after-story-ad-7
https://www.nytimes.com/1964/02/23/maryland-youth-takes-2mile-run-in-record-910-6.html?searchResultPosition=3#after-story-ad-7
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Indoor National Championship results from 1983 to Present 
 

are available at 
 

 

https://www.runnerspace.com/eprofile.php?event_id=14189  
 

 

click on RESULTS from the menu at top of page  
 

select a year from the displayed list 
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A brief history of the National High School Track & Field Championships -  
 
From 1927 to 1965, Madison Square Garden, located on 50th Street and 8th Ave, was the main 
site for the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) Men’s Track & Field Championships.  Beginning in 
1934, interscholastic high school races became an integral part of the program.  They were 
often held in the morning and afternoon before the senior championships in the evening.  This 
setup allowed young athletes to compete on the iconic 160-yard wooden banked track known 
as “The Boards”, in front of large crowds, blending emerging talent with established stars.  Key 
features were the tight turns and close proximity to fans which created a unique atmosphere 
that was integral to the history of indoor track at the Garden.  
 
This prestigious meet is considered the lineage of the current Eastern States Invitational, the 
country’s oldest high school only indoor track meet.  Referred to as the “National 
Interscholastic Indoor Track & Field Championships” at the time, it was primarily a prestigious 
East Coast event drawing top talent, rather than a recognized national championship 
consistent with a national scope in the modern sense.  With that said, in the 32-year history of 
the meet it was only in that first year, 1934, that it was referred to as the Eastern 
Interscholastic Indoor Track & Field Championships.  From 1935 to 1965 it was billed as the 
AAU National Indoor Interscholastic Track & Field Championships.  The meet remained at the 
Garden until 1965, after which the AAU moved its national championships to various 
locations.  In 1966, the high school competition was rebranded as The Eastern States Indoor 
Track & Field Championships and moved to the 168th Street Armory in the Washington 
Heights section of Manhattan.  Additional information about the Eastern States 
Championships can be found at sjtrackblog.com and jacobbrown.com.     
 
The next step towards a national meet was the Pathmark National Scholastic Classic, which 
took place at Jadwin Gym at Princeton University in 1984.  Again, with a few exceptions, 
competitors were primarily from high schools in the northeast.  The meet moved frequently in 
its early years, including stops at Yale University, the Naval Academy, Syracuse University, and 
Boston. 
 
In 1999, the event moved to Ohio State and became known as the Nike Indoor Classic.  This 
marked the beginning of a long association with major sponsors like Nike and the National 
Scholastic Athletics Foundation (NSAF), which helped formalize a national championship 
structure.  
 
In the early 2000s, multiple national level meets emerged, often due to changes in sponsorship 
and organization.  The National Scholastic Indoor Championships (NSIC), Nike Indoor 
Nationals (NIN), New Balance Nationals Indoor and Adidas Track Nationals have also become 
premier high school indoor championship events, leading to several high-level meets in a 
single season.   
 
The NSAF has been organizing high school indoor nationals since 1984.  It’s hard to untangle 
the history of indoor national meets, however, a well-researched attempt is also found on 
sjtrackblog.com. 
 
Today’s structure means high school track and field athletes have multiple opportunities to 
compete against top talent nationwide at different sponsored events, each offering a claim to a 
“national” title, but none are part of a unified, officially sanctioned championship under a 
single national governing body. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sjtrackblog.com/2021/02/16/all-time-boys-easterns-winners-going-back-to-1934/
http://www.jacobbrown.com/Easterns/EasternsHistory.pdf
https://sjtrackblog.com/2024/03/07/links-to-heat-sheets-for-boston-and-new-york-nationals-and-the-crazy-history-of-indoor-h-s-national/#:~:text=After%20a%20year%20in%20Columbus,event%20(and%20multiple%20backpacks!).


Madison Square Garden legacy – “The Garden”,  also known as "The World's Most Famous 
Arena", was a central venue for high school indoor track and field for decades.  While it is not 
the location of the modern era (post-1980s), more formalized national championships, its 
history is deeply intertwined with the development of high school indoor track in the United 
States.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above – 1958 AAU 
Indoor Track & Field 
Championships held at 
Madison Square 
Garden.  (Getty Images) 
 
 
Right – a 1955 high 
school invitational meet 
held at Madison Square 
Garden (Bob Moller 
York PA, Waynesboro 
Record Herald) 
  



National AAU Interscholastic Indoor Track & Field Championship Highlights  
 
1934 – The Eastern Interscholastic Indoor Track & Field Championships are held the day 
before the National AAU Championships.  More than 1,000 athletes from 45 prep and high 
schools competed in 13 events.  Team title goes to Mercersburg who take home the Governor 
Lehman Trophy.  Manhattan Prep and Haaren tie for 2nd place.  Attendance: 2,500 
 
1935 – For the first time the high school games are billed as the National AAU Interscholastic 
Indoor Track & Field Championships.  The high school races take place on the same day as the 
open races.  Schools were divided into high school and prep divisions.  The two divisions would 
unite again in 1955.  Future Olympian and sports broadcaster, Marty Glickman of James 
Madison HS (Brooklyn), wins the 60y Dash.  High School Team Champion: Utrecht.  Prep 
School Team Champion: St. Benedicts.   
 
1936 – Vincent Braun of St. Benedict’s (Newark NJ) runs one of the fastest indoor schoolboy 
miles ever with a winning time of 4:25.7.  High School Team Champion: Evander Childs.  Prep 
School Team Champion: St. John’s (Danvers Mass.).   
 
1937 – Five thousand spectators.  Highlighted winners were Leslie McMitchell (George 
Washington) who won the mile in 4:23.6 and the 1000y winner, Phil Liebowitz (James 
Madison) who clocked 2:22.4, breaking McMitchell’s record set the previous year.  Johnny 
Quigley of De La Salle Institute was the only double winner, taking the 60-yard dash in 0:06.6 
then taking the 220-yard 0.23.7   High School Team Champion: Evander Childs.  Prep School 
Team Champion: St. John’s (Danvers Mass.). 
 
1938 – Leslie MacMitchell (George Washington) won his third crown in as many years at the 
fifth annual national AAU high and prep school championships.  A crowd of 5000 watched the 
17-year-old New Yorker race to a new record in the 880-yard-high school event in the superb 
time of 1:58 and became the first schoolboy runner to win three national AAU championships, 
and at different distances.  In 1937 he won the mile in a record smashing clocking of 4:23.6 
and in 1936 he took the 1000-yard title in the record time of 2:22.9.  High School Team 
Champion: Overbrook (Phil. PA)  Prep School Team Champion: De La Salle Institute 
(Manhattan NY).   
 
1939 – A gathering of 3,000 thrilled to the superb performances of Johnny Quigley (De La 
Salle Institute) and Carmen Bova (Seton Hall, NJ).  Quigley’s time of 50.1 seconds in the 
quarter-mile run was just five tenths (0.5) off the indoor world record.  Bova took the mile run 
in 4:22.0, the fastest ever run by a schoolboy on a NYC track.  High School Team Champion: 
Evander Childs.  Prep School Team Champion: Seton Hall Prep (So. Orange NJ).   
 
1940 – CHSAA Indoor City Champion Bishop Loughlin and their coach, George Eastment, 
won their first national team title, taking home the Mayor Fiorello H. Laguardia Trophy.  Seton 
Hall scored in eight of ten events to win Prep school champion honors and retain the Governor 
Herbert H. Lehman Trophy.  Lou Colado (Seton Hall) was named outstanding individual by 
writers covering the meet for his prep half mile crown in the record time of 1:58.0.  High 
School Team Champion: Bishop Loughlin.  Prep School Team Champion: Seton Hall Prep.   
 
1941 –  Seton Hall wins their third consecutive prep team title scoring in nine of ten events.  
Anthony Luciano (Seton Hall) was named outstanding individual performer by the attending 
sportswriters and given a gold wristwatch.  Luciano won the prep half mile in 1:57.6, a new 
meet record.  High School Team Champion: Bishop Loughlin.  Prep School Team Champion: 
Seton Hall Prep (So. Orange NJ).   
 
1942 – The fastest mile ever run indoors by a schoolboy was unfolded by Frank Dixon of St. 
Francis Prep.  He was clocked in the superb time of 4:20.7 as he captured the prep mile.  
Sportswriters voted him winner of the AAU Meritorious Award, a gold watch.  High School 
Team Champion: Bishop Loughlin.  Prep School Team Champion: Seton Hall Prep(So. Orange 
NJ).   



National AAU Interscholastic Indoor Track & Field Championship Highlights  
 
1943 – The outstanding individual performance of the day was turned in by prep school 
athlete Charles F. Ash of the Hill School (Pottstown, PA).  Ash won three events, the 60-yard-
high hurdles in 8.6 seconds, the broad jump with a leap of 20 feet 8 inches and the high jump 
clearing the bar at 5 feet 8 inches to receive the Millrose AA Award, a gold watch, as the top 
individual.   High School Team Champion: New Utrecht.  Prep School Team Champion: Seton 
Hall Prep (So. Orange NJ).   
 
1944 – Maurice Brewton was the meets sole two-time winner, capturing the high jump and 
long jump, but William F. Porter got the gold watch for the meets outstanding performer  by 
taking first place in the 60-yard dash and finishing second in the 60-yard-high hurdles.  High 
School Team Champion: Bishop Loughlin.  Prep School Team Champion: Mercersburg.   
 
1945 – A crowd of 5,000 spectators watched William Mathis (Cardozo Senior HS, Washington 
DC) defend his title by defeating heavily favored Perry Samuels (Thomas Jefferson, San 
Antonio TX) in the 60-yard dash while establishing a meet record of 6.3 seconds.  Ed Poreda 
(La Salle Military Academy, Long Island) won the prep division 880 (2:00.6) and mile (4:42.9) 
races.  Mathis and Poreda received gold watches presented by the Millrose AA for exceptional 
performances in the HS and Prep divisions.  108 schools and 1280 athletes participated.  High 
School Team Champion: Bishop Loughlin.  Prep School Team Champion: The Hill School 
(Pottstown, PA).   
 
1946 –1,300 athletes and 104 schools participated.  Phillip Thigpen, a Seton Hall senior, was 
the only double winner, taking the prep school half-mile mile runs.  Thigpen also anchored 
Seton Hall’s mile relay team to a third-place finish.  High School Team Champion: Bishop 
Loughlin.  Prep School Team Champion: Mercersburg (PA).   
 
1947 –With 19-year-old Charlie Slade capturing four firsts and Philip Thigpen triumphing in 
two, Seton Hall Prep’s trackmen easily carried off top honors in the prep division  of the 
national AAU schoolboy track & field championships.  High School Team Champion: Bishop 
Loughlin.  Prep School Team Champion:  Seton Hall Prep (So. Orange NJ).   
 
1948 – As expected, individual laurels in the meet were taken by 20-year-old, 185-pound 
Charley Slade of Seton Hall.  He was crowned champion in the Running Broad Jump, High 
Jump and 440-yard dash.  High School Team Champion: Boys High.  Prep School Team 
Champion: Seton Hall Prep (So. Orange NJ). 
 
1949 –Officials announced a record 153 schools had sent athletes to the to the interscholastic 
championships.  Olympic Decathlon champion Bob Mathias from Tulare, Calif., but currently 
attending Kiski Prep (Saltsburg PA), won the prep division 60-yard-high hurdles and runner-
up in the long jump and high jump competitions.  20-year-old Carl Joyce, of Seton Hall Prep, 
won the half mile and mile races in meet record times.  In the half mile he clocked 1;56.9 and 
later covered the mile in 4:22.0.  Joyce won the meritorious performance prize awarded by the 
Millrose Athletic Association.  High School Team Champion: Boys High.  Prep School Team 
Champion: Seton Hall Prep (W. Orange NJ). 
 
1950 – John Meader of the Hill School (Pottstown, PA) was the meets lone twin victor 
capturing the prep 440- and 880-yard events.  High School Team Champion: Boys High.  Prep 
School  Champion: Mercersburg (PA). 
 
1951 – Representatives from 78 high schools and 21 prep schools from as far north as Canada 
and as far south as Washington turned out for the eighteenth annual national AAU 
interscholastic track and field championships.  Al Schoenig of Manual Training High was time 
in 2:17.5 over 1000 yards, a new meet record.  Bob Rittenburg of Boston Latin was victorious 
in the 60-yard-high hurdles and tied for first in the high jump.  High School Team Champion: 
Boston Trades (MA).  Prep School Team Champion: Mercersburg (PA). 
 



National AAU Interscholastic Indoor Track & Field Championship Highlights  
 
1952 – Don Philpott of Montclair won the high school mile in 4:23.5.  Milton Campbell of 
Plainfield High accounted for the meets only twin victory when he captured the high hurdles 
and high jump.  Six prep schools from Canada participated at the championships.  High School  
Team Champion:  Plainfield (NJ)  Prep School Team Champion: Lawrenceville (NJ).   
 
1953  – Milton Campell from Plainfield High School, who finished second to Bob Mathias in 
last summer’s Olympic Decathlon in Helsinki, provided the programs highlight as he paced his 
team to victory for the second straight year in the high school division of the national 
interscholastic track and field championships at Madison Square Garden.  High School Team 
Champion: Plainfield (NJ)  Prep School Team Champions: Lawrenceville (NJ).  
 
1954 – Gerald Knapp led Blair Academy to the prep team title.  He won the broad jump and 
shot-put, tied for second in the high jump and was the leadoff man on a Blair team that was 
runner-up in the six-lap relay.  High school entrants were only allowed to engage in one 
running and one field event but Mike Caraftis of Port Jefferson won the 1000-yard run in 
2:16.3 for a new meet record.  Phil Reavis of Somerville High (Mass.) leaped 6 feet and 3⅞ 
inches to set a new mark in the high jump.  High School Team Champion: Boys High.  Prep 
School Tean Champion: Blair Academy (Blairstown NJ). 
 
1955 – Prep and high school teams are reunited into one division.  Lincoln High (Jersey City) 
sheds 3.6 seconds off the previous meet record for the Mile Relay, uncorking a scintillating 
3:24.4.  Their performance is considered the best ever for a US public high school.  Team 
Champion: Rindge Technical (Cambridge MA).   
 
1956 – Montclair (NJ) High School won its first national interscholastic track & field 
championship.  Reggie Sheppard took the high jump; Al Phillips took the 60-yard dash and 
Ray Spivey was first in the 60-yard-high hurdles.  Joe Marchioni (LaSalle MA) set a national 
interscholastic record heaving a 12lb shot put 59 feet 11¾ inches.  Team Champion: Montclair 
(NJ). 
 
1957 – Fordham Prep’s Tommy Carroll wins the 1,000-yard run by twenty yards, clocking 
2:15.1.   Carroll set three five records in 1957:  Indoor 880 (1:54.9), Indoor 1000 (2:15.1), 
Outdoor 880 (1:50.6), Outdoor 800m (1:49.2) and Outdoor 1000m (2:25.5).  He also had a 
4:13.1 mile to his credit.  One of the fastest among the preps is Ray Ratkowski of St. Francis 
Prep.  Last year he was the CHSAA 220y champion and ran on the winning mile and 2-mile 
relays team at the Penn Relays.  This year he won the 600 in the Mayor’s meet in 1:14.0, the 
second fastest time in schoolboy history.  In the Nationals he ran one of the fastest 440’s by any 
indoor prep clocking 50.2.  In the CHSAA Intersectionals he dropped down to 50y winning that 
in 5.7.   Athletes representing 131 schools competed, including a few from Canada.  Team 
Champion:– St. Francis Prep.  
 
1958 – Three championship records – by Tom Laris of George Washington in the Mile, John 
Thomas of Rindge Tech, Cambridge Mass., in the high jump a  foursome from Roman Catholic 
High of Philadelphia in the two-mile relay – headlined the twenty-fifth annual National 
Amateur Athletic Union High and Prep Track & Field Championships.  Team Champion:– St. 
Francis Prep. 
 
1959 – Robert Mack of Weequahic High in Newark, John Reilly of Mount St. Michael High in 
the Bronx, and William Shippen of Lower Merion High (PA), posted standout performances.  
Mack took the mile in 4:22.6, Reilly won the 1000-yard run in 2:16.1 and Shippen tied the 
meet record, 6.3 seconds, in the 60-yard dash.  There was a three-way tie at 6 feet 1¼ inches 
between Kevin O’Brien (Belmont, MA), Neil Conover (Great Neck South, LI) and Richard Ross 
(Montclair, NJ) 129 schools from six states competed.  Team Champion: Boys High. 
 
 
 



National AAU Interscholastic Indoor Track & Field Championship Highlights  
 
1960 – Tyrone Pannell of Bishop Loughlin won the final event on the program, the 60-yard-
high hurdles, propelling his team to the front of the national scholastic track picture for the 
first time since 1947.  St. Francis Prep of Brooklyn, NY won the two-mile relay with a record 
time of 8:02.0  The time is believed to be the fastest ever run by a high school team indoors.    
Team Champion: Bishop Loughlin. 
 
1961 – Wingate captured the national interscholastic indoor track and field championship on 
the strength of two first place finishes, giving them ten points, one more than the favorite 
Franklin D. Lane.  Molloy’s Tom Farrell, unbeaten during the season, took the 1000 in 2:16.1.   
(Farrell would represent the United States at two Olympic Games: Tokyo in 1964 where he 
finished 5th in the 800m and Mexico City in 1968 where he came home with Olympic Bronze 
in the  800m).  Paul Anthony, the PSAL champion, won the 60-yard dash, tying the meet 
record of 6.2 seconds.  Dennis Edgehill, Joe Matthews, Willie White, and Cal Evans triumphed 
in the 1000-yard relay.  Team Champion: Wingate. 
 
1962 – Coach Marshall Brown’s Plainfield (NJ) High captured the team title with 11⅓ points 
and Gene Tetreault of Hartford High set the only meet record.  Del Benjamin leaped 6 feet 7⅝ 
inches to capture the high jump and tie the national record for sophomores.  Team Champion: 
Plainfield (NJ).  
 
1963 – Molloy’s Jim McDermott smashed his own national two-mile standard record running 
9:23.5.  Tim Johnson of Rindge Tech (Cambridge MA) set a national indoor record of 49.6 in 
the 440 and Del Benjamin successfully defended his high jump crown.  Team Champion: 
Archbishop Molloy.   
 
1964 – Archbishop Molloy successfully defends their national title led by Pete Farrell who 
establishes a new meet record of 2:14.5 in the 1000-yard run.  Charles Messenger (Kenwood 
MD) takes the two-mile covering the distance in a meet record time of 9:10.6.  Bill McClellon 
(Clinton) and Carl Dawkins (Sommerville MA) tie for first in the high jump, each leaping 6 feet 
7 inches.  Team Champion: Archbishop Molloy. 
 
1965 – Bill McClellon (Clinton) cleared 6 feet 10 inches erasing the meet record set in 1958 by 
his idol John Thomas (Rindge Tech).  McClellon is unbeaten in 20 consecutive schoolboy 
contests.  Sixteen-year-old Arthur Dulong (Randolph MA) led from start to finish in the two-
mile clocking 9:08.7, almost two seconds faster than the meet record set a year earlier by 
Charles Messenger of Kenwood MD.  Wingate set a new mile relay standard with their 3:23.4.  
Team Champion: Boys High. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


