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HOEFFNER - Clarence (Larry) passed away 
peacefully at home on May 31, 2016 at 3:30 PM at 
the age of 92. Larry is survived by the love of his life 
for 68 years, Virginia. They met as teenagers and 
married shortly after his return from World War II. 
They were married in Floral Park, New York on May 
29, 1948. Larry was born in Elmont, New York, May 
23, 1924. As a youngster, he enjoyed a number of 
sports and activities and even sang in the Paulist 
Choir for the Queen of England and FDR at the 
opening of the 1939 World's Fair. He helped his 
family run the Hoeffner Hotel in Elmont, New York 
and he spent time at Belmont Racetrack, as it was 
less than a mile from his home. He was a gifted 
middle-distance runner and hurdler at Bishop 
Laughlin High School in Brooklyn, New York. Upon 
graduation in 1942 he earned a track and field 
scholarship to Manhattan College. World War II 
interrupted his college career but upon his return he 
went on to earn a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1948. 
He went on to earn his master’s degree from 
Columbia University in 1951. He was a Sergeant in 
the 112th AAF Base Unit during World War II, 
working as a firefighter on landing strips outside 
London, prior to D Day and outside Paris, after the 

successful invasion. Following the war he became a teacher at Power 
Memorial High School in New York and Physical Education Teacher, Health 
Teacher, Athletic Director, Track and Field Coach, Cross Country Coach and 
Bowling Coach for more than 35 years in Copiague. During most summers in 
the 50s, 60s and 70s he supervised either the operations or restaurants at 



Captree and Robert Moses State Parks. He was instrumental in founding the 
New York State Track and Cross-Country Coaches Association and the Long 
Island Track and Cross-Country Officials Association. He and Virginia retired 
to Florida in 1988, living in Edgewater, Florida. They lived there until they 
moved to Oklahoma City in 2011. Larry enjoyed fishing, golf, basketball, 
gardening and bowling. He loved to share childhood stories of the New York 
Yankees; those stories included Ruth, Gehrig, DiMaggio and Mantle. He also 
spoke often to his grandchildren and great grandchildren of what it was like to 
grow up in the Great Depression and what it was like to serve during the war 
in England and France. His stories always included the great acquaintances 
and friends he met during those years. Larry is lovingly remembered by his 
sons: Donald Hoeffner and his wife Anna in California, Robert Hoeffner and 
his wife Marilyn in Oklahoma, his daughter, Christine Rottmund and her 
husband William in New York, his grandsons: Matthew and Jonathan Hoeffner 
in California, Craig Hoeffner in Washington, Danielle Hoeffner and Lori 
Spiegel in Florida, Courtney and Heather Rottmund in New York, his great 
grandchildren: Austin Hoeffner in Washington, Ella and Benjamin Spiegel in 
Florida, and his brother Robert Hoeffner in New York. A memorial service will 
be held later this summer on Long Island. Condolences for the family may be 
offered at vrhoeffner@gmail.com. 
 
 
To Plant Memorial Trees in memory, please visit our Sympathy Store. 
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